
Important Safety Information

In clinical trials, the most common adverse events with OraVerse (phentolamine mesylate) vs.
control were post procedural pain (6% vs. 6%), injection site pain (5% vs. 4%), tachycardia
(5% vs. 6%), bradycardia (2% vs. 0.3%) and headache (3% vs. 4%). Following parenteral use
of phentolamine in non-dental indications, myocardial infarction and cerebrovascular spasm
and occlusion have been reported, usually in association with marked hypotensive episodes
producing shock-like states. Although such effects are uncommon with OraVerse, clinicians
should be alert to the signs and symptoms of tachycardia and cardiac arrhythmias,
particularly in patients with a history of cardiovascular disease, as these symptoms
may occur with the use of phentolamine or other alpha-adrenergic blocking agents.

OraVerse® is indicated for the reversal of soft-tissue anesthesia, i.e., anesthesia of the lip and tongue,

and the associated functional deficits resulting from an intraoral submucosal injection of a local

anesthetic containing a vasoconstrictor. OraVerse is not recommended for use in children less

than 6 years of age or weighing less than 33 lbs.



Phentolamine mesylate (PM) safely and effec-
tively reduces the duration of local anesthet-
ic-induced soft-tissue numbness and its asso-

ciated functional deficits.1 Novalar’s OraVerse, an
in jectable formulation of PM, is the first and only
local dental anesthesia reversal agent that accelerates
the return to normal sensation and function after
procedures involving intraoral submucosal injection
of a vasoconstrictor-containing local anesthetic. 

Reduced Numbness
PM has been shown to reduce post-anesthesia

upper lip median recovery times from 133 minutes
to 50 minutes in adults and adolescents.1 By de -
creasing the duration of residual soft-tissue anes-
thesia by approximately 50%, patients feel normal
more quickly and the risk of soft-tissue injury may
be reduced.2,3

When the 12 dentists who participated in this
Dental Product Shopper evaluation were asked
about reduced lip numbness, 1 rated it as excellent,
7 rated it as very good, and 4 rated it as good.
Reduced tongue numbness was rated as excellent
by 1 evaluator, as very good by 6, and as good by
5. Citing “quicker working time” as a feature he’d
like to see improved, 1 dentist said “reversal takes
about an hour.” One evaluator noted that “pa t-
ients like being able to lose the numbness quick-
ly…to go out to lunch after an appointment,” and

another evaluator said his patients “didn’t mind
the ‘additional’ injections and said their feeling re -
turned faster than expected!” 

Ease of Use
Ease of use of OraVerse was rated as excellent by

8 evaluators and as very good to good by 4. An
evaluator who said he would definitely recommend
and purchase OraVerse cited “some learning curve
in knowing when to inject it for maximum benefit.”
Another dentist said that “while well marked, per-
haps the cartridges should have a brighter marking
to avoid confusion with local anesthetic cartridges.”
A West Deptford, NJ evaluator called OraVerse
“simple for all to understand” and a dentist in prac-
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OraVerse reverses soft tissue anesthesia, reducing the duration of numbness
and accelerating the return to normal function.
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tice in Trussville, AL commented that
“ease of delivery is great and effective-
ness is beyond question.”

Patient Reaction
In a manufacturer-conducted survey,

86% of 370 patients reported that
OraVerse improved their dental experi-
ence and 82% said they would recom-
mend it to family and friends.4 When
the Dental Product Shopper evaluators
were asked about patient reaction, 2
rated it as excellent, 6 rated it as very
good, and 4 rated it as good. One eval-
uator said “patients were very happy,”
and another said many of his patients
“were surprised that a product like this
existed and were enthusiastic about try-
ing it.” The Red Bank, NJ pediatric
dentist who asked his patients to text
him when the numbness was gone said
the messages “were very positive and
made them think about the product and
mention it to others.” 

The manufacturer states that Ora -
Verse is indicated only for adults and for
children age 6 years and older and weigh-
ing at least 33 pounds. One evaluator,
who said he would definitely recommend
and purchase it, cited “indication for
children under age 6… the ones most
likely to bite themselves after a local” as
a feature he’d like to see improved. 

A Havre de Grace, MD evaluator
who said it has “limited use in my prac-
tice” explained that “most patients
want to be numb longer after lengthy
treatment.” A Denver, CO dentist
exclaimed, “My patients loved it!” This
same dentist gave all features a rating of
excellent. “I see many business execu-
tives who need to coordinate their visits

with hectic schedules, and have very
good feedback from patients saying
they were pleased to be able to return to
their work duties promptly.” 

Overall Satisfaction 
While 8 dentists cited cost as a con-

cern, 11 said they would definitely or
probably recommend OraVerse to col-
leagues, with comments such as “if the
price were lower it would be a great
adjunct to dental procedures.” Overall
satisfaction was rated as excellent by 2
evaluators, as very good by 6, as good

by 3, and as fair by 1. One evaluator
said, “It’s nice to have another tool to
increase patient satisfaction.”
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Suggested Retail Price:
$130.00/Box of 10 Cartridges
($13/Cartridge)

$650.00/Box of 50 Cartridges
($13/Cartridge)
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Average 
Score

Criteria (out of 5)

Section A

Ease of use 4.5

Reduced lip numbness 3.8 

Reduced tongue numbness 3.7 

Reduced oral function impairment 3.8

Patient reaction to dental experience 
with OraVerse 3.8

SECTION A AVERAGE: 4.0

Section B

Overall satisfaction 4.0

Number of evaluators: 12 (94 patients)
Combined years in practice: 275

Average of Sections A and B =online

OVER

REVIEWSREVIEWS
200
www.dentalproductshopper.com

O

[ + ]PRO’s --CON’sI N - P R A C T I C E PRODUCT
EVALUATION

DPS June 2010 Product Evaluations(REPRINTS)_p  7/26/10  4:48 PM  Page 85








